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by Chesapeake Light Craft

Franlﬁ:]y, most people don’t really need a long kayak. A short kayak can be efficient
enough to maintain a decent cruising speed while being lighter and easier to handle. I
wanted a versatile short kayak, suitable for casual paddlers but appealing to hard-core ad-
venture seekers. The DIY wood-epoxy Petrel Play SG is a kayak that creates a crossover
between a recreational kayak and a rough-water play kayak. Recessed hatches clear the
deck for rescues and are reliably dry. The cockpit is roomy inside, but the coaming is small
enough to allow snug outfitting. Sloped foredeck sides permit a close catch. The plumb
ends create a long waterline for efficiency, with plenty of flare for stability. The transi-
tional chine is multi-chined up front. This resists locking in while surfing. It blends into

a single chine amidships, making the kayak responsive to slight leans. The Petrel Play
SG is a comfortable, attractive recreational kayak for beginners and a versatile play boat

for experienced paddlers.
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;5" 6",
wind waves and boat wakes to 1.5 feet. No cargo.

GL:5" 117, 165-pound male. Day paddles. Wind 5 to 15 knots,

waves to 1 foot. 45 pounds of cargo.

TE:6 1", 200-pound male. Day paddle. Winds to 20 knots,
wind waves to 3 feet and occasionally cresting. No'cargo.

First Glance

The Petrel Play is a kit kayak with “some very
nicely executed details: clever recesses for the
hatch covers and finger joints patterned like
waves” (TE). “The joints are perfectly cut by CNC
machine and the seams look uniformly smooth.
The flat foredeck and steep-sloping side-cut panels
facilitate both an upright paddle stroke and extra
foot room” (GL). The Play is “a very light lift
and an easy carry. It balances well on a shoulder
and, inverted, rests very comfortably on both
shoulders with my head against the seat” (TE).
“The knotted rope loop toggles were comfortable
for a short tandem carry, but I wouldn’t want to
use them for long distances. Their location at the
ends of the kayak is convenient for swimmers to
grab onto” (JK).

Fit and Outfitting

The cockpit is “roomy yet secure. I could easily get
in seat before feet but still felt like I could brace
myself well. At first glance the foredeck seemed a
little high, but the steep facets on either side give
plenty of room for paddle strokes” (JK). GL “had
enough room to sit down and bring my legs in one
at a time.” TE “had plenty of room for my size-
13 booties and yet the deck was low and didn’t
interfere at all with paddling.”

“The closed-cell foam seat is glued to the hull,
quite comfortable and could be shaped to suit a
wide range of paddlers” (GL). “The foam comes
up at the sides to cradle me laterally and was a

40-pound male. Day paddle. Wind 10 to14 knots, Beam 23 a"

Nick Schade, Designer
Chesapeake Light Craft

Length overall 14" he" m!

Volume 10.8 cu. ft.
Cockpit size 16 1/8"x 31 'a"
Cockpit coaming height
Forward 13
Aft 8"
Height of seat %"

Weight 41 lbs.

perfect fit. I had no pressure spots

or discomfort and the seat is

quite warm too—simple and well

executed” (TE). “A comfortable

Surf to Summit back band does a

nice job of providing support yet

gets out of the way for laybacks”

(GL). The plywood thigh-brace

flanges are foam padded and

“comfortable and secure” (JK).

Their “contact was spread over

inner thigh and I never gave them
a thought—a good thing—while
rolling or bracing” (GL). “The foot
braces are solid and adjustable by
foot” (TE).

The deck fittings “are attached
with flat webbing screwed through
the deck. I practiced ‘walking’
around the kayak while in the water
and the thick perimeter line was
easy to grasp. The layout is simple
and effective. There is no setup for a
paddle-float outrigger, but one could
be added by the builder” (JK). The
Petrel Play has neither rudder nor skeg.
Stability and Maneuverability
Initial stability was rated “fairly low; it
rocks back and forth with little resistance
but doesn’t feel twitchy” (JK), “moderate”
(GL) and “very good. I was quite at
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